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HOW TO PARTICIPATE

Please share your input on a 
Comment Form, available at the 
Comment Sta on, or a er the mee ng to:

Greg Weinert
Public Par cipa on Coordinator
Nebraska Department of Roads
PO Box 94759 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4759
email: greg.weinert@nebraska.gov
www.transporta on.nebraska.gov/projects/south-beltway/

NDOR is 
SEEKING YOUR THOUGHTS
Comments on the following topics would 
be helpful at this stage in the study:
• Project Purpose and Need
• Environmental or Community Issues of 

Concern
• Issues Related to the Alignment or 

Layout of the South Beltway
• Other Comments

• Development / Real Estate Interests

• District 1 Highway Commissioner

• Environmental Resource Agencies

• Friends of Wilderness Park

• Land Owners / Residents

The project sponsors include the Nebraska Department of Roads, Federal Highway 
Administra on, the City of Lincoln, and Lancaster County. 

Many groups and organiza ons have been invited and are expected to par cipate in this important 
regional project, including:

• Lincoln Chamber of Commerce

• Lincoln Independent Business 
Associa on

• Private Businesses

• School Districts

• State Legislators

• Trail / Bicycle Advocates

• Trucking Associa ons

• Railroads

• U li es

• Villages of Hickman, Roca 
and Bennet
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PURPOSE AND NEED

PROJECT PURPOSE
The purposes of the project are to 
1. Improve the func on of local and 

regional transporta on networks by 
reducing con icts between trips not 
des ned for the City of Lincoln and 
local trips within the City.

2. Improve east-west connec vity for 
commuter and freight trips through 
the City.

1. Regional popula on and tra c growth has increased demands on Lincoln’s 
transporta on network.
Popula on and tra c volumes in the City of Lincoln and Lancaster County have 
increased steadily. Development has concentrated on the edges of the City, with strong 
growth to the south and east.

The PROJECT is NEEDED because:

2. Interstate tra c traveling from I-29 west to I-80 passes through Lincoln on an urban 
arterial street (N-2), stopping at numerous tra c lights and con ic ng with local tra c.  
The Lincoln South Beltway would complete a link in the regional transporta on network 
to allow interstate trips to move across Lincoln on a more appropriate expressway facility.

3. Trucks and other tra c passing through but not stopping in Lincoln share routes with 
local tra c, which creates mobility and vehicle con icts between regional/interstate 
and local trips.
The Lincoln South Beltway can serve freight and interstate trips through Lincoln more 
e ciently and with less con ict than the current N-2 route.

The 2002 Environmental Impact 
Statement and other previous studies 
iden ed the purpose and need for south and east 
beltways around Lincoln. The project sponsors are currently 
upda ng tra c and other analyses originally used to support the needs 
and bene ts of the South Beltway and validate it as a stand-alone project.

Proposed South Beltway
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  NATURAL RESOURCES
             COMMUNITY ISSUES

EIS IDENTIFIED IMPACTS TO RESOURCES
The 2002 South and East Beltways Final Environmental Impact Statement and Final Sec on 
4(f) Statement (EIS) documented the project needs and development of alterna ves for 
beltways along the south and east perimeters of the City of Lincoln. The EIS also fully 
evaluated the poten al environmental impacts of these new roadways. The purpose of this 
Environmental Assessment study is to reassess and compare the impacts of the South 
Beltway as a stand-alone project, considering the design and environmental condi on 
changes that have occurred over the past decade.

Resources to be Reviewed in the Environmental Assessment
• Air Quality
• Environmental Jus ce
• Farmlands
• Floodplains
• Hazardous Materials
• Historic Proper es
• Land Use
• Noise
• Pedestrians and Bicycles

• Railroads
• Recrea on
• Right-of-Way
• Sec on 4(f)/6(f)
• Socioeconomics
• Threatened and 

Endangered Species
• Transporta on 

(Tra c/Safety)

• U li es
• Vegeta on/

Noxious Weeds
• Water Quality/ 

Water Resources
• Wetlands & Streams
• Wildlife
• Visual Condi ons/Ligh ng



   SUMMARY OF 2002 EIS FINDINGS 
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IMPACTS & MITIGATION 
COMMITMENTS

SUMMARY OF IMPACTS IDENTIFIED IN 2002 EIS SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY ISSUES MITIGATION COMMITTED 
TO IN 2002 EIS

Air Quality

Environmental

averages.

None required.

Hazardous /
Solid Wastes

Road (no releases from underground tanks have been documented). Seven reported surface 

NDOR standard provisions.

Historic

Memorandum of Agreement developed 

14th Street. Complete archaeological 

denied. NDOR standard provisions.

Land Use None required.

Noise one isolated residence), with noise levels up to 70 dBA at impact residences, increase up 

experience impacts.

Noise barriers were evaluated but 
determined not to be feasible and 
reasonable.

Pedestrian
and
Bicycles

The Wilderness Park Trail is located within the study area but not within the footprint of the 

Project would cross proposed Jamaica North Trail and Homestead Trail.

If Jamaica or Homestead trails are built 
prior to beltway, beltway would provide 
appropriate crossing over trail.

vicinity of Salt Creek bridge.
 

Right-of-Way • One business, Major Oil Company, and three residences would be displaced and need to be 
relocated.

• 296 hectares of right-of-way required. 1970 and associated FHWA and NDOR 
procedures.

Socioeconomics None required.



   SUMMARY OF 2002 EIS FINDINGS 

LINCOLN
South Beltway
environmental assessment 
and preliminary engineering

IMPACTS & MITIGATION 
COMMITMENTS

SUMMARY OF IMPACTS IDENTIFIED IN 2002 EIS SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY ISSUES MITIGATION COMMITTED 
TO IN 2002 EIS

Railroads The beltway would cross three railroad lines (UP, BNSF, OPPD). would be grade separated.

 
4(f) / 6(f)

None required.

more appropriate high speed limited access freeway facility.

Right-of-way around the new beltway 
would be fenced. See Visual impacts for 

and easily relocated. design. Approvals will be obtained from 

Visual impacts on surrounding land uses 

minimize intrusion.

Farmlands which represents less than 1% of prime and unique and total farmland in the county. Farmland Reduce required right-of-way needs during 

Floodplains
Project will comply with City/County 

Threatened and
Endangered
Species

The study area includes habitat ranges for seven federal and state endangered and

beetle, Western prairie fringed orchid, Small white lady’s slipper, and Saltwort).

occurrences in study area.

Conduct updated surveys as appropriate 

Noxious Weeds parcels. NDOR standard provisions.

Water Quality/
Water Resources

bridges and culverts at stream crossings. Slight increase in pollutant loads in surface waters due 
to increase in impervious surface. No impacts to groundwater.

NDOR standard provisions.

Wetlands as in isolated depressions and impoundments. The project is expected to impact a total of 18.0 

Impacted wetlands will be replaced at a 

could be located in the corridor or at the 

(under development in 2002). 

Wildlife NDOR standard provisions.
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