
NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF ROADS 
NOTICE OF HIGHWAY PUBLIC MEETING 

Wednesday, August 3, 2016; 5:00 – 7:00 PM 
Information Open House Public Meeting 
Niobrara High School - Gymnasium 

247 North Highway 12, Niobrara, NE  
 

S-12-5(1011), Niobrara East & West; CN: 31674 
 

The Nebraska Department of Roads (NDOR) will hold a 
public information open house regarding a new alternative 
(A8) for Nebraska Highway 12 (N-12) near the Village of 
Niobrara in Knox County, Nebraska. The meeting will be 
held at the Niobrara High School - Gymnasium, 247 North 
Highway 12 in Niobrara, NE, on Wednesday, August 3rd, 
5:00 – 7:00 P.M. There will be a short presentation 
beginning at 5:00 P.M., prior to the open house. 
 
Identified as Niobrara East & West, the proposed project 
includes two segments of the existing N-12 roadway east 
and west of the Niobrara. The highway experiences 
flooding and damage due to high water levels associated 
with the Missouri River. The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (Corps) and NDOR are proposing to improve or 
relocate N-12 to eliminate damage caused by flooding and 
provide a reliable, stable and safe roadway for the region. 
 
NDOR selected an alternative and applied for a permit 
from the Corps in September of 2015. As part of the permit 
process, the Corps held a public hearing on November 9, 
2015. At that time, the public opinion was that an alternate 
solution should be sought. The public cited hardships on 
landowners, farms, and ranching operations. Concerns were 
also expressed regarding icing and snow removal 
challenges on a roadway adjacent to the bluffs. In a letter to 
the Corps, NDOR requested that the permit application be 
withdrawn.  
 
NDOR has developed a new alternative adjacent to the 
existing highway to provide a long term transportation 
solution for N-12. The new alternative (A8) is adjacent to 
the existing highway alignment. NDOR has hosted 
meetings with the Corps, the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), and the National Park Service (NPS) to 
evaluate this alternative and the environmental impacts in 
advance of a permit decision. 

 
This public open house meeting is being held to provide 
information regarding the new alternative (A8) and to 
receive the public’s input. All interested persons are invited 
to attend and present relevant comments and questions. 
Design and environmental information will be displayed 
and personnel from NDOR will be present to answer 
questions and receive comments. The information “open 
house” format allows the public to come at any time during 
the advertised hours, gather pertinent information about the 
project, speak one-on-one with project personnel, and leave 
as they wish.  
 
 
NDOR will make every reasonable accommodation to 
provide an accessible meeting facility for all persons. 
Appropriate provisions for the hearing and visually 
challenged or persons with Limited English Proficiency 
(LEP) will be made if the Department is notified by July 
25, 2016. The public is being encouraged to make 
suggestions or express concerns regarding this proposed 
project. Comments will be collected through August 18, 
2016. Written comments or requests should be submitted 
to: Sarah Kugler, Public Involvement Manager, Nebraska 
Department of Roads, P.O. Box 94759, Lincoln, NE 
68509-4759; sarah.kugler@nebraska.gov; voice telephone 
402-479-4871, Fax 402-479-3989. 
 
Information regarding the proposed project will be made 
available the day after the meeting, on the NDOR website, 
at www.roads.nebraska.gov/projects/future-projects/ by 
clicking on the “Niobrara East & West” link. For those 
without internet access, information may be obtained 
through the contact above or at NDOR Headquarters, 1500 
Hwy 2, Lincoln, NE.                                                             
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