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Highway Commission Meeting 
Sept. 22, 2023

Mick Syslo, P.E.
State Roadway Design Engineer
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Purpose and Need
 Replace pavement
 Modernize the highway
 Improve safety along corridor
 Reduce delay and congestion

Project Interest
 Local Business
 City of Hastings 
 Local Senators
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Public Meeting
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 3-Lane
• Converted from 5-Lane to 3-Lane

 44’ BOC to BOC
• Matches existing pavement width

 Building sidewalk throughout project area
 Upgrade street lighting

 Upgraded storm sewer  system
 Improved efficiency throughout 

corridor
 Build new pavement & add two way 

left turn lane
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Project Overview
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 Traffic volumes are steady
 Truck traffic is projected to 

more often avoid the 
intown route 
 Pavement & Modernization 

need still exists

Projected Traffic Volumes
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Chip Seal

 During construction we 
will use a detour
• Vehicles will use the 

route along East J St. 
to S. Showboat 
Boulevard

Constructability
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Chip Seal

South St & Elm Avenue
 Propose a roundabout to 

improve safety and 
operational efficiency 

 Diameter is equivalent to 
roundabout near Pleasant 
Dale that is functioning 
well

 Roundabouts provide 
lower maintenance costs

Key Features of the Project
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Roundabouts in the U.S. – National 
Cooperative Highway Research Program 
(NCHRP) Report 572

Before-After Studies at 55 Intersections

• 35% overall decrease in crashes

• 76% decrease in injury crashes

• 81% decrease in fatal/incapacitating                     
crashes for single lane urban
roundabouts

• 71% decrease in fatal/incapacitating 
crashes for single lane rural roundabouts

U.S. Roundabout Safety Report  –
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety

Before and After Studies at 24 
Intersections
• 39% overall decrease in crashes

• 76% decrease in injury crashes

• 89% decrease in Fatal/ 
incapacitating crashes

 Two different reports with almost identical information
 Roundabouts are proven to be safe!
 75% reduction in traffic delay

Roundabout Safety Statistics
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• Operational roundabout 
north of Pleasant Dale

• Directly south of I-80, 
exit 388

• Carries interstate traffic if 
I-80 is closed

• 160ft diameter
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Chip Seal

Bennington (N-31 & N-36)Oakland (US-77 & N-32)Pleasant Dale (N-31 & N-36)

Once roundabouts 
are installed, total 
crashes decrease

• Eliminates the most 
common failure to yield 
crash at intersections
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 Offset right turn lane 
implemented to improve safety 
and allow vehicles easy access to 
J-Street from Hwy 6

Intersection Improvements at Hwy 6 & J St
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 Improves safety 
 Easy access to East J 

Street
 Improved sight distance 

for vehicles entering 
Highway 6

Offset Right Turn Lane at Hwy 6 & J St
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 Implementation of a roundabout 
will improve safety and efficiency
 Less severe crashes and 

reduce delays
 Access to truck route will be 

improved and more accessible 
with offset right

 Excited for the opportunity to 
upgrade the corridor

Conclusion
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Access Control
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Anticipated Project Schedule

Public Information 
Meeting

Roadway Design

Right of Way Appraisals & 
Acquisition

Letting

Construction 

2023 2024 2025 20272026 2028
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Thank You!
Questions?
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